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A complex procedure if you do not know anything about Spanish politics. 

Spain’s 17 Autonomous Regions and 2 autonomous cities (Ceuta and Melilla/North 

Africa) have their own government, each with its own president and its own laws and 

jurisdiction. 

The Canary Islands comprise an Autonomous Region divided into 2 Provinces: Tenerife 

(with 4 islands) and Gran Canaria, together with Fuerteventura and Lanzarote. There is 

a single Canary Island government for the two provinces. The Island in turn, has its 

own island-wide government (Cabildo), and then there are the municipal boroughs 

that are run by the Local Councils (with a mayor) with competences that include 

infrastructure matters and levying their own taxes. 

The elections held this year in Gran Canaria, with a participation of 61.63%, were 

Cabildo elections (the Cabildo is the island-wide government) and municipal elections. 
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One peculiarity of the Canary Island system is the disproportional distribution of the 

seats in comparison with the votes obtained. It has been established this way in order 

to guarantee representation for the smaller islands with less population. 

The elections have led to decisive changes in many Spanish constituencies. Many 

places require coalitions – an unusual situation for most local councils.  

Major changes have occurred after 12 years of absolute majority of the Partido 

Popular (People’s Party) in the City Council of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria: PODEMOS 

23.20%, PP 22.64%, PSOE 18.88%, NCa 9.33%. So whoever takes office will have to find 

coalition partners to form a government. 

Here in Playa del Inglés and Maspalomas, in the borough of San Bartolomé de Tirajana, 

Marco Aurelio Pérez Sánchez, standing for the coalition between PP and AV 

(Agrupación de Vecinos - or Residents’ Group) will continue as mayor for the next four 

years with 13 seats – one less than in the 2011 elections.   
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The world’s major airlines belonging IATA (International Air Transport Association) are 

studying the possibility of reducing the size of hand luggage by 40 %. Approximately 

35% of the airlines want to bring in this new rule in the short term. 

The current maximum size for hand luggage - 56 x 45 x 25cm – would be reduced to a 

maximum of 55 x 35 x 20cm. They argue that this would make it easier for all 

passengers to find space for their hand luggage in the overhead bins. 
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The Festival, which receives a €35,000 subsidy from the Local Council and the Island 

Government, will once again be a milestone for both residents and visiting tourists of 

all nationalities. 

It will be opened on the 2nd of July by “adopted son of Gran Canaria” and director 

Justus Frantz sat at his piano. Frantz will perform pieces by Brahms and Chopin, 

accompanied by Russian violinist Ksenia Dubrovskaya and Polish trumpet player 

Dariusz Mikulski.  

These soirées, held outdoors, offer a very special atmosphere. The musicians of 

international repute taking part this year come from far and wide, including China, 

Taiwan, Russian and Georgia.  
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According to the new regulations, the board or 

shareholders’ meeting will have the final say on the 

transmission of essential equity, i.e. for property as 

well.

In the case of real estate transactions with a company either as the buyer or the seller, 

the regulation means that for any sale or purchase involving over 25% of the 

company’s equity, the decision to buy or sell the property must be taken by the 

meeting of partners or the general meeting of shareholders. If not, the sale may not go 

through and it could be challenged or declared null and void by the courts. To avoid 

unpleasant surprises of this kind, as well as checking the situation carefully, clauses 

should be included in the deed (notarised deed) to corroborate the “good faith” of the 

purchaser. This way, the rights of ownership of the purchaser as the bona fide acquirer 

are guaranteed, which will obviously be vitally important to that party. Source: 

Immobilienbrief Spanien – Lawyers mmmm - http://www.mmmm.es/ - Article by Eduard 

Karabelnikov 
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PRICE REDUCTION: 

 

MASPALOMAS · SPACIOUS CHALET WITH NO COMMUNITY FEES  

This detached corner chalet overlooking a private plot of 563 m2, located in the centre 

of Maspalomas with excellent connections has enormous potential and is also ideal as 

a combination of home and office.  

It has a useful area of 235 m2 (2 floors); 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, lot of storage 

space, BBQ, a pool can be put into the garden (preliminary plans including the 

modernisation of the exterior area already done). There is a covered car port on the 

property and enough space to park in front of the house. 

 
Ref. 6.040-0 – €440,000 
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Should you no longer be interested in receiving our newsletter, send us a short 

message and we will take you off our mailing list. 

 


